
Horizontal panels work well for showing the whole environment or location.

Demand images bring the 
viewer into the story.

Offer images position the viewer 
on the outside of the story as 

though they are watching a film.

Smaller panels can be useful for 
showing specific details or movements 

like Bruno’s hand covering his eyes.

Medium panels are fairly common so 
they tend to “disappear” or not be 

noticed. They are useful for showing 
groups and larger actions.

Vertical panels can be 
useful for showing 

people and tall objects.

Centering something or 
someone can indicate 

importance to the story 
or the moment.

Locating something or 
someone in the top of an 
image gives it a sense of 

power, importance, or control.

Locating something or 
someone in the bottom of 

an image can suggest a sense 
of weakness, unimportance, 

or lack of control.

Left composition can 
indicate that something is 

old, familiar, accepted, 
traditional, or in the past.

Right composition 
can indicate that 

something is new, 
unknown, 

unaccepted, 
nontraditional, or 

in the future.

A worm’s eye view can make an 
object or character seem larger, 

powerful, and more authoritative. 
It can make the reader feel 

overwhelmed, or show a POV.

A bird’s eye view 
can make an 

object or 
character appear 
smaller, or weak. 

It can create a 
sense of rising 

above, and show 
POV.

Eye Level panels imitate the way 
people look at the world and 

create a sense of normalcy. These 
panels “disappear” for the viewer.

A far distance creates distance 
between the viewer and the 

characters, allows the reader to 
see more information, and can 

help set the scene.

A medium distance creates a 
sense of familiarity between the 

viewer and the character or 
object. Give the viewer some 

detail and context for the scene.

Large panels can help establish locations and show begin events. Often, they are 
used that the beginning and end to signal the start and stop of comic.

A close distance helps connect the 
viewer to the subject and creates a 
sense of closeness. It can help the 

reader see details, and can get them 
involved in the story..
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