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RDG 291 

13179 
3 Credit Hours 

Instructor Information: 
Dates of classes: 1/9/17-4/28/17 
Instructor Name:  Dani Kachorsky 
Email:   danilynfield@gmail.com 
Work Phone: (480)789-2511 (for emergencies only) 
Office Hours: by appointment 
Office Location: by appointment 
 
Teaching Philosophy 
While this is my first year teaching at the post-secondary level, I have five years of teaching experience in middle school and high school, as well as two years of 
experience teaching in after school and library based programs. These experiences have led me to adopt a philosophy of teaching and learning that is flexible 
and continuously evolving. This philosophy is grounded in the sociocultural theory of learning and literacy. I am also heavily influenced by the pedagogy of 
Multiliteracies which recognizes that there are many ways to be literate in contemporary society. Throughout the course, I will draw upon and model how these 
theoretical perspectives can be utilized in your own reading and teaching of Children’s Literature in K-12 classrooms. With this in mind, please be aware that we 
will address content in the course material related to issues of diversity and inclusivity (e.g., gender, race, sexual preference, religion, etc.). Because of the 
nature of this material, I expect all members of the class to be respectful and open minded of diverse beliefs and experiences. 

 
I see myself as learning facilitator who works with students to build knowledge as a class in interactive, contextualized, and real world ways. With this in mind, 
you will find that this course involves reading, writing, and designing a variety of texts and mediums. I also aim to support your academic and career goals. In 
order to accomplish this, I invite you to voice your questions, concerns, and curiosities at any point during the semester. We will work together to move you 
forward to being a successful and thoughtful educator. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:danilynfield@gmail.com
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Course Information:  
 
Catalog Description 
This course focuses on the reading, comprehension, interpretation, and analysis of traditional, classic, and contemporary children’s literature. In addition, this 
course provides an overview of the historical development of these texts. Also explored is the aesthetics of children’s literature as a type of literature and its 
value as an art form.   Students will be expected to deepen their awareness of the role that children’s literature plays in the social and cultural context in a 
multicultural America society. 
 
Course Format 
This class will be conducted in an interactive and varied format whereby class members are required to 1) read, enjoy, ponder, analyze and discuss a wide variety 
of children’s books. The course format will be a combination of lecture, small and whole-group class discussions of assigned readings, children’s book analysis, 
student presentations, out of class learning experiences, and reflective and analytic writing. This course requires the use of digital and print sources to access 
course content.  Participants should be prepared to 1) discuss the topic and readings for each week, 2) consider the focusing question for each week, and 3) 
work collaboratively with other class members. Please plan for 5-6 hours of weekly reading and studying outside of our class meeting times.  
 
Communication 
The most efficient way to communicate with me is through email. I am usually prompt at answering e-mail, however, please allow 1-2 school days for a 
response. See the email etiquette guidelines under section titled “Effectively Communicating with Faculty and Staff” for specific information.  

To be successful, the following are important keys to completing this course: 
● Attend all face-to-face meetings 
● Study all required material and course content 
● Be prepared to discuss all readings 
● Be attentive, professional, and participate during class 
● Maintain an organizational strategy that works for you and take note of all due dates 
● Be proactive about your coursework and seek assistance from your instructor when needed 
● Check your ASU email daily 
● Ask questions for clarification during and outside of class 
● Communicate with your adviser and ambassador(s), as appropriate, regularly 
● Take advantage of all resources available through ASU, brief list provided at the end of this document 
● Notify your instructor if you need to arrive late, leave early, or miss a class 
● Contribute to the class, to ASU, and to the community  
● Be aware of the Teachers College grading scale 

To meet satisfactory academic requirements, all undergraduate students must: 
● Maintain a minimum overall cumulative GPA of at least 2.50. 
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● Achieve a "C" grade or higher in all courses listed on the plan or program of study. Earning a grade of “W” or “I” in more than one course may be 
considered lack of academic progress. 

● Maintain good standing as outlined in the professional responsibilities standards section of the MLFTC policies. Students who violate professional 
responsibilities may be placed on academic probation or suspension, or may be recommended for dismissal. 

Effectively Communicating with Faculty and Staff 
● Communicate, Communicate, Communicate 
● When unsure of expectations, ask for clarification sooner rather than later.  
● Communicate to your instructor if there are personal circumstances that are prohibiting you from doing your best.  
● When communicating with your instructor, phrase questions in a professional and respectful manner.  
● If disagreements arise in class, among classmates or instructors, first communicate with your instructor. If further attention is needed, ask your adviser 

for the most appropriate person to contact for the current situation.  
● Try to avoid approaching your instructors right before class as they are mentally preparing for the class and privacy may be limited.  
● Email your instructor if you would like to request an appointment outside of the regularly scheduled office hours.  
● Email Etiquette 
● Be mindful of your audience when typing the text of the emails. Avoid the use of casual language, inappropriate emoticons, fancy backgrounds, slang, or 

‘text-speak’.  
● Include your full name and course number in the subject line of the email.  
● Reread, review, and rewrite all emails before sending.  
● Give your instructor adequate time to respond to your email.  

Important Dates: 
● Early Alert (sent as necessary) 
● Last Day to Register or Drop/Add Without College Approval- January 15, 2017 
● Tuition & Fees 100% Refund Deadline- January 22, 2017 
● Academic Status Report #1-January 16-20, 2017 
● Academic Status Report #2- January 27-31,2017 
● Course Withdrawal Deadline- April 2, 2017 
● Complete Session Withdrawal Deadline- April 28, 2017 
● Final Exam Schedule- May 1-6,2017 
● Holidays and university breaks- https://students.asu.edu/academic-calendar#fall16 
 

Required Course Texts, Materials and Resources 
 
Required Text 

1. Lukens, R. J., Smith, J. J., & Coffel, C. M. (2013). A critical handbook of children’s literature (9th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc. 

https://students.asu.edu/academic-calendar#fall16
https://students.asu.edu/academic-calendar#fall16
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2. Selznick, B. (2007). The Invention of Hugo Cabret. New York, NY: Scholastic Press. 
3. Serafini, F. (2014). Reading the Visual. Teachers College Press. Retrieved 6 January 2017, from 

<http://www.myilibrary.com.ezproxy1.lib.asu.edu?ID=676384> 
4. Spiegelman, A. (2003). The Complete Maus. New York, NY: Penguin Books Limited. 

 
Supplemental Text (Optional) 

1. Nikolajeva, M. (2005). Aesthetic approaches to children's literature: An introduction. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press 
2. Lewis, D. (2001). Reading contemporary picturebooks: Picturing text. London, UK: Routledge Falmer. 

 

Additional Required Readings (Available on Blackboard) 
1. An Introduction to the Grammar of Visual Design 
2. Arizpe, E. (2013). Meaning-making from wordless (or nearly wordless) picturebooks: What educational research expects and what readers have to say. 

Cambridge Journal of Education, 43(2), 163-176. 
3. Ching, S. H. D. (2005). Multicultural children’s literature as an instrument of power. Language Arts, 83(2), 128-136. 
4. McCloud, S. (1993). Chapter 3: Blood in the gutter. Understanding comics: The invisible art. New York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers. 
5. McCloud, S. (1993). Chapter 5: Living in line. Understanding comics: The invisible art. New York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers. 
6. McCloud, S. (2006). Chapter 1: Writing with pictures. Making comics: Storytelling secrets of comics, manga and graphic novels. New York, NY: 

HarperCollins Publishers. 
7. McCloud, S. (2006). Chapter 2: Stories for humans. Making comics: Storytelling secrets of comics, manga and graphic novels. New York, NY: HarperCollins 

Publishers. 
8. Pantaleo, S. (2014). The metafictive nature of postmodern picturebooks. The Reading Teacher, 67(5), 324-332. 
9. Serafini, F. (2011). Expanding Perspectives for Comprehending Visual Images in Multimodal Texts. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 54(5), 342–350. 
10. Serafini, F., Kachorsky, D., & Aguilera, E. (2015). Picturebooks 2.0: Transmedial features across narrative platforms. Journal of Children’s Literature, 41(2), 

16–24. 
11. Zeece, P. D. (1999). And the winner is: Children’s literature awards and accolades. Early Childhood Education Journal, 26(4), 233-244. 
 

Required Media 
1. Hugo (film) directed by Martin Scorsese 
2. Blackboard (available for free from ASU) 
3. Goodreads account (available for free at Goodreads.com) 
4. Slack account (available for free at Slack.com) 

 
Self-Selected Texts 

1. Choose 1 Based on Personal Interest 
• Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 

http://www.myilibrary.com.ezproxy1.lib.asu.edu/?ID=676384
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• The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
• Holes by Louis Sachar 
• The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 
• The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

2. Choose 1 Based on an Age Group of Interest 
• March: Book 1 by John Lewis (NA GL 6+) 
• Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor (5.7) 
• The Watsons Go to Birmingham -1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis (5.5) 
• One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia (4.6) 
• The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine (2.4) 

3. Self-Selected Picturebooks 
• Weekly picturebook selections will be guided by student choice and topic under discussion. 
• Book lists will be provided on blackboard, but you are not required to select books from these lists as long as their self-selected books meet the 

criteria for the weekly selection. 
• Each of these picturebooks will be reviewed on Goodreads. See assignment section of this syllabus and the Goodreads folder on Blackboard for 

additional information. 
 
Provided Materials 

1. ASU Blackboard Course Management Website at http://myasucourses.asu.edu (All ASU students have FREE access to this web resource) 
  

http://my.asu.edu/
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Student Learning Outcomes  
Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 
 
Student Learning Outcomes InTASC Standard ISTE Standards !RA* 
1. Identify characteristics of children’s literature. 4J Indicator 2 
2. Read a wide variety of quality literature for children. 4j  Indicator 2, 4 
3. Discuss various historical, political, sociocultural and 

critical issues reflected in children’s literature. 
2k  Indicator I 2, 4 

 
4. Understand the multimodal nature of children’s 

picturebooks and informational texts. 
4j Indicator 2 

 
5. Explore the changes in children’s literature due to 

technological advances and digital resources. 
8r 3, 4 2, 4 

6. Identify and discuss the various narrative structures and 
elements of children’s literature. 

5j Indicator 2  
 

7. Identify various genres, authors, illustrators and themes in 
children’s literature. 

4j  Indicator 2, 4 
 

8. Access professional resources on children’s literature in 
on-line and print resources. 

4o 2, 3, 2 
 

 
2. InTASC Standards: http://www.ccsso.org/Documents/2011/InTASC_Model_Core_Teaching_Standards_2011.pdf 
3. ISTE Standards: http://www.iste.org/standards/standards-for-teachers.  
4. *PSA - Professional Standards Assessed may include (according to course content):  

o International Literacy Association (IRA): http://www.reading.org/  
 

  

http://www.ccsso.org/Documents/2011/InTASC_Model_Core_Teaching_Standards_2011.pdf
http://www.ccsso.org/Documents/2011/InTASC_Model_Core_Teaching_Standards_2011.pdf
http://www.iste.org/standards/standards-for-teachers
http://www.reading.org/
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Tentative Course Calendar  

Session Topics Readings or Media Indicators 
 

1/10/17 Introduction to the Course 
• Instructor/Student Introductions 
• Review Syllabus/Assignments 
• Sign Up for Accounts 
• Course Purpose 
• Preview Lit. Circle 1 Books 

 
Pre-Reading: What is the reading experience like for people today? 

• Syllabus 
• Goodreads Account 
• Slack Accounts 

InTasc 4(j), 10 (n) 

1/12/17 Role of Children’s Literature in our Lives & World 
• Living Literate Lives 
• Reading Lives vs. Reading in School 
• Discussion: What inspires people to be lifelong readers? 

 
Pre-Reading: What is Children’s Literature? 

• CHCL Chp. 14 
 

InTasc 4(j), 10 (n) 

1/17/17 Defining Children’s Literature 
• Read Aloud 
• Define Children’s Literature 
• Identify Examples 
• Purposes for Children’s Literature 

 
Pre-Reading: What makes quality Children’s Literature? 

• CHCL Chp.1 (pages 1-9) 
• CHCL Chp. 3 (pages 46-68) 
 

InTasc 4(j), 10 (n) 

1/19/17 Quality Children’s Literature 
• Read Aloud 
• Criteria for Quality 
• Picturebook Quality Assessment 
• Review Goodreads Assignment 
 

Pre-Reading: Why are plot and setting important in Children’s Lit.? 

• Zeece, P. D. (1999). And the winner is: Children’s 
literature awards and accolades. Early Childhood 
Education Journal, 26(4), 233-244. 

• Picturebook from Awards List (Goodreads 1) 

InTasc 4(j), 10(n) 

1/24/17 Literary Elements: Plot & Setting 
• Read Aloud 
• Types of Plots & Settings 
• Benefits/Drawbacks 
• Group Picturebook Analysis 

• CHCL Chp. 6 (pages 140-160) 
• CHCL Chp. 8 (pages 190-203) 
• Picturebook from Narrative List (Goodreads 2) 

InTasc 4(j), 10(n) 
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Pre-Reading: Is it necessary to consider theme, style, and tone in Children’s 
Literature? 

1/26/17 Literary Elements: Theme, Style, &Tone 
• Read Aloud 
• Define Theme, Style, & Tone 
• Literary Elements Scavenger Hunt 
• Benefits of Considering Theme, Style, & Tone 
• Preview Lit. Circle 2 Books 

 
Pre-Reading: What makes a character interesting? 

• CHCL Chp.10 (pages 238-247) 
• CHCL Chp. 9 (pages 210-217; pages 222-231) 
• Picturebook from Thematic or Style Lists (Goodreads 3) 
 

InTasc 4(j), 10(n) 

1/31/17 Literary Elements: Character & POV 
• Read Aloud 
• Types of Characters & POV 
• Benefits/Drawbacks 
• Group Picturebook Analysis 

• CHCL Chp. 5 (pages 113-127) 
• CHCL Chp. 8 (pages 191-208) 
• Picturebook from Character List (Goodreads 4) 

InTasc 4(j), 10(n) 

2/2/17 Literary Elements: Literature Circle 
• “Cocktail” Party Discussions 
• Focused Discussions 
• Read Aloud: Groups Read Favorite Sections to Class 
• Review Picturebook Analysis Assignment & Select Books 
 

Pre-Reading: What makes picturebooks unique? 

• Literature Circle Book 1 (Interest) 
 

InTasc 4(j), 10(n) 

2/7/17 Picturebooks as Visual Artifacts 
• Read Aloud 
• Define Picturebooks 
• Picturebook Scavenger Hunt 

 
Pre-Reading: How do elements other than text contribute to meaning in 
picturebooks? 

• RV Chp. 6 
• Self-Selected Picturebook for Picturebook Analysis 

Project (Goodreads 5) 

 

2/9/17 Visual Design Elements – Art, Design, & Visual Composition 
• Read Aloud 
• What do you notice? 
• Define & Identify Various Design Elements 
• Design Element Stations 

 
Pre-Reading: Can images have multiple meanings or layers of meaning? 

• An Introduction to the Grammar of Visual Design 
• RV Chp. 5 
• Picturebook from Strong Visual Elements List 

(Goodreads 6) 

InTasc 4(j), 10(n) 

2/14/17 Visual Design Elements – Art, Design, & Visual Composition • RV Chps. 3 & 7 InTasc 4(j), 10(n) 
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• Read Aloud 
• Analytical Perspectives 
• Group Picturebook Analysis 

 
Pre-Reading: How do comics and graphic novels differ from picturebooks? 

• Picturebook from Strong Visual Elements List 
(Goodreads 7) 

2/16/17 Visual Design Elements – Comics & Graphic Novels 
• Scott McCloud Ted Talk 
• Discussion: What are graphic novels? 
• Types of Gutters & Lines 
• Gutter & Line Stations 

 
Pre-Reading: How do we know what someone means when they do 
not use words to express themselves? 

• McCloud (2006) Chp. 1 
• McCloud (2006) Chp. 2 (pages 80-115) 
• Picturebook from Comics List (Goodreads 8) 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

2/21/17 Visual Design Elements: Comics & Graphic Novels 
• Read Aloud 
• Understanding Expression & Body Language 
• Expression & Body Language Game 
• Role of Words in a Visual Medium 

• McCloud (1993) Chp. 5 
• McCloud (2006) Chp. 3 (pages 128-147) 
• Picturebook from Comics List (Goodreads 9) 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

2/23/17 Visual Design Elements: Literature Circle 
• “Cocktail Party” Discussion 
• Focused Discussion 
• Group Analysis of Maus 
• Review Picturebook Analysis Assignment 
• Review Genre Presentation Assignment & Assign Groups 

 
Pre-Reading: What makes a text non-fiction? 

• Literature Circle Book 2: The Complete Maus 
• Self-Selected Picturebook for Picturebook Analysis 

Assignment (Goodreads 10) 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

2/28/17 Non-Fiction/Informational Texts 
• Sample Genre Presentation 
• Characteristics of Non-Fiction & Informational Texts 
• Criteria for Quality Texts 
• Examples & Book List 
• Class Activity/Discussion 
• Read Aloud 
• Preview Lit. Circle 3 Books 

 
Pre-Reading: Prepare questions for Frank Serafini’s author visit. 

• CHCL Chp.12 (pages 282-297; 301) 
• CHCL Chp.13 (pages 305-323; 325) 
• Picturebook from Non-Fiction, Informational, and 

Biographical Lists (Goodreads 11) 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 
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3/2/17 In-Class Work Day: Groups Work on Presentations 
 
Pre-Reading: Prepare questions for Frank Serafini’s author visit. 

  

3/6/17-
3/12/17 

Spring Break   

3/14/17 Author Visit: Frank Serafini 
 
Pre-Reading: What is a traditional tale? 

• 2 Serafini’s Looking Closely picturebooks (Select 1 for 
Goodreads 12) 

• Frank’s Bio at frankserafini.com 
 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

3/16/17 Traditional Tales: Group Genre Presentation 
 
Pre-Reading: What makes a narrative fantasy or science fiction? 

• CHCL (pages 78-83; 128-129; 181; 249) 
• Picturebook from Traditional Tales List (Goodreads 13) 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

3/21/17 Fantasy & Science Fiction: Group Genre Presentation 
 
Pre-Reading: What makes a text poetry versus a narrative? 

• CHCL (pages 83-87; 130-134; 184-186) 
• Picturebook from Fantasy or Science Fiction Lists 

(Goodreads 14) 
 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

3/23/17 Poetry: Group Genre Presentation 
 
Pre-Reading: How can we recognize Contemporary Realistic Fiction? 

• CHCL Chp.11 (pages 258-276) 
• Picturebook from Poetry List (Goodreads 15) 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

3/28/17 Contemporary Realistic Fiction: Group Genre Presentation 
 
Pre-Reading: When is a novel historical fiction rather than contemporary 
realistic fiction, narrative non-fiction, etc.? 

• CHCL (pages 88-93) 
• Picturebook from Contemporary Realistic Fiction List 

(Goodreads 16) 
 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

3/30/17 Historical Fiction: Group Genre Presentation • CHCL (pages 93-98; 101) 
• Picturebook from Historical Fiction List (Goodreads 17) 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

4/4/17 Genre: Literature Circle – Historical Fiction 
• “Cocktail Party” Discussion 
• Focused Discussion 
• Agree/Disagree 
• Review Picturebook Analysis Assignment 
• Review Final Project 

 
Pre-Reading: Should students read only traditional types of text? 

• Literature Circle Book 3 (Age Group of Interest) 
• Self-Selected Picturebook for Picturebook Analysis 

Assignment (Goodreads 18) 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

4/6/17 Changing Formats: Wordless Picturebooks 
• Read Aloud 
• Discussion: How has Children’s Literature changed? 
• Affordances & Limitations 

 

• CHCL Chp. 2 (pages 15-17; 23-24; 28-35) 
• Arizpe (2013) 
• Picturebook from Wordless Picturebook List (Goodreads 

19) 

InTasc 4(j), 10(n) 
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Pre-Reading: What do different formats and mediums do for narrative? 
4/11/17 Changing Formats: Technology, Digital Apps, Ebooks, & Film 

(Guest: Earl Aguilera) 
• Read Aloud 
• Demonstrations 
• Affordances & Limitations of Different Formats 
• Play Time 
• Discussion: Impressions of Different Formats 

 
Pre-Reading: Are kids capable of reading structurally sophisticated 
narratives? 

• Serafini, Kachorsky, Aguilera (2015) 
• Choose 1: Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore 

film, picturebook, or application 
• Picturebook from Picturebook App List (Goodreads 20) 

Intasc 8 (r), 10(n) 

4/13/17 Changing Formats: Postmodern Picturebooks 
• Read Aloud 
• Characteristics of Postmodern Picturebooks 
• Define Metafiction & Metafictive Devices 
• Video Activity: Kids Making Meaning of Postermodern Book 

 

• CHCL Chp. 2 (pages 35-39) 
• Pantaleo (2014) 
• Picturebook from Postmodern List (Goodreads 21) 
 

InTasc 4(j) 8(m), 
10(n) 

4/18/17 Changing Formats: Literature Circle 
(Guest: Stephanie Reid) 
• “Cocktail Party” Discussion 
• Focused Discussion 
• Illustrated Texts 

 
Pre-Reading: How do you pick appropriate books for kids? 

• Literature Circle Book 4: The Invention of Hugo 
Cabret 

• Film: The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
• Self-Selected Picturebook for Picturebook Analysis 

Assignment (Goodreads 22) 

InTasc 4(j), 8(m), 
10(n) 

4/20/17 Issues & Challenges: Selecting Texts for Children 
(Guest: TBA) 
 
Pre-Reading: What causes a people to ban books? 

• TBA Intasc 2(k), 
4(o),5(q), 8(m), 
9(i), 10(n) 

4/25/17 Issues & Challenges: Sensitive Topics & Censorship 
• Read Aloud 
• Agree/Disagree 
• Risky Topics Exploration 

• CHCL Chp. 2 (pages 17-28) 
• Ching (2005) 
• ALA Website: Banned Books 
 

Intasc 2(k), 
4(o),5(q), 8(m), 
9(i), 10(n) 

4/27/17 Final Project: Gallery Walk   
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Course Assignments 
Assignment and Description Due Date Indicators Score/Points 
Introducing and Reinforcing Standards 
Literary History Assignment 
Create a collage, a timeline, poster, presentation, bring in artifacts in a 
shoebox, or create some other sort of visual presentation/artifact that 
represents your story of how you became a reader and/or how you are 
living a literate life. These literacy autobiographies will be shared in class. 
Consider important moments in your reading history, whatbooks/genres 
you like, struggles you’ve had, etc. If you need to, talk to your family and 
friends to remind you of important moments. Be sure to include ONE 
favorite children’s book. 

1/12/17 InTasc 2k, 4j, 4l 10 Points 

Reading, Preparation, Participation, & Reflection (RPPR) 
During this course, you will be asked to read and view a range of 
informational media. For each of these readings/viewings, you will read 
and prepare for class, participate in class activities/discussions related to 
the topic, and reflect on your learning. The purpose of these assignments 
are to: a) provide a purpose or guide for your reading/viewing; b) give 
you opportunities to think about, question, and expand on your 
reading/viewing; and, c) allow you to reflect on your reading/viewing 
after you have engaged with others around the topic of inquiry. To 
accomplish these goals, PRR assignments will contain five components: 

• Pre-Reading/Viewing: Participate in the in-class 
activity/discussion in the class period before the reading 
is due. 

• Reading & Preparation: Use whatever format you choose 
to take notes on the reading and other media (this will be 
checked in class or you can upload your notes to 
blackboard), and submit questions about the assigned 
material by 11:59pm the night before class.  

• Participation: Engage in whole class or small group discussions 
and activities around the content of the media. 

• Reflection: Complete an in-class or on-line reflection activity 
that incorporates how your thoughts, knowledge, or learning 
have changed or stayed the same after discussion. 

Questions – 11:59pm 
the night before class 
Reflections – 11:59pm 
on Saturdays 

InTasc 4j, 4l, 8(m), 10(n) 50 Points 

Picturebook Readings & Goodreads Analysis  Saturdays at 11:59pm InTasc 2k,  4j, 4l 50 Points 
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The purpose of this assignment is for you to become familiar with a wide 
variety of children’s literature, to interpret and analyze works of 
children’s literature from a variety of analytical perspectives, and to 
experience authentic discussion around children’s literature. You will 
sign up for a Goodreads Account the first night of class. Every Friday, you 
will turn in your analyses for the picturebooks you selected. Picturebook 
selections will be guided by the topic of the class (i.e., literary elements, 
visual elements, genre, etc.). These analyses or reviews are intended to 
build upon your knowledge of picturebooks that you will gain in the 
class. As such, each review will contain more information, address more 
areas of analysis, and (most likely) will be longer than previous reviews. 
Literature Circles 
The purpose of the literature study groups is for you to deepen your 
understanding of literature through collaborative analysis of pieces of 
children’s literature. You will read fuor different children’s/young adult 
literature novels during this course and engage in Literature Circles or 
discussion groups focusing on each text. You will read each book BEFORE 
the scheduled class. Be prepared to extensively discuss these books 
during the scheduled class. For each book, follow the response guidelines 
listed below. The book needs to be read and the response strategy to 
completed before the start of class.  You will not get credit for the 
literature study group assignment if they are not in class or if they did 
not complete the assigned response. 
 
Lit. Circle 1: Select Based on Personal Interest – Focus: Literary 
Elements 
• As a group, set a start date for the novel. 
• Set up Slack conversation and engage in virtual discussion as you 

read. 
• While reading, use sticky notes to mark interesting passages, things 

that stand out to you, reactions, etc. (Anything goes!) 
 

Lit. Circle 2: The Complete Maus – Focus: Visual/Multimodal Elements 
• As a group, set a start date for the graphic novel. 
• Set up Slack conversation and engage in virtual discussion as you 

read. 
• While reading, note spreads, pages, or single panels that you think 

are particularly interesting in terms of visual and multimodal 
elements. Use whatever strategy you find useful to mark and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2/2/17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2/23/17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intasc 2k, 4j, 4l, 8(m), 10(n) 100 Points (25 points each) 
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reflect on the visual/multimodal elements of the text (e.g., sticky 
notes, chart, annotation, etc.). Be prepared to compare and discuss 
these in your group. 

Lit. Circle 3: Select Based on Grade Level – Focus: Genre Study 
• As a group, set a start date for the novel. 
• Set up Slack conversation and engage in virtual discussion as you 

read. 
• While reading, research historical events, aspects, individuals that 

you are not familiar with or that stand out to you. Use whatever 
strategy you find useful to note what you have learned about the 
historical context while reading (e.g., padlet, annotation, journal, 
etc.).  

 
Lit. Circle 4: The Invention of Hugo Cabret – Focus: Changing Formats 
• As a group, set a start date for the novel. 
• Set up Slack conversation and engage in virtual discussion as you 

read. 
• While reading, reflect on the reading experience using whatever 

format works best for you (e.g., journal, audio diary, sticky notes, 
etc.): What was it like to read this format? What was a struggle? 
What was pleasurable? What aesthetic or emotional responses did 
you have to the text? What motivated these? The image? The 
words?  

• After reading, watch the film. Reflect on the viewing experience 
using whatever format works best for you (e.g., journal, audio 
diary, sticky notes, etc.): How did this experience compare to the 
reading? What did film do for you that book could not and vis-a-
versa? 

 

 
 
 
4/4/17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4/18/17 

Group Genre Presentation 
In this project, you will be assigned a group and each group will analyze 
children’s literature in terms of their relationship to a larger structure  - 
their genre. Students will examine works of children’s literature for 
common connections, structures, patterns, or motifs. Groups will gather 
information on a particular genre, discuss sub-genres, analyze the genre 
for its defining characteristics, present scholarship on the genre as it 
relates to children’s literature, lead a class discussion using a variety of 
activities, and create a Multimodal Presentation (powerpoint, prezi, 

See Presentation 
Schedule 

InTasc 2k, 4j, 4l, 8(m), 10(n) 20 Points 
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video, poster, etc.) to share information about your genre. An example 
will be provided in class. The rubric is available on Blackboard. 
 
Picturebook Analysis 
Select an award winning picturebook and conduct an in-depth analysis of 
the narrative, text, images, and design features. This assignment will be 
conducted in four stages based on the content covered in class and we 
will discuss each stage in class. Use the guide provided on Blackboard to 
conduct each stage of the analysis. This with also fulfill 4 of your 
Goodreads requirements. Submit each part of your analysis to 
Goodreads and Blackboard to receive feedback prior to submitting your 
final draft. For your final analysis, compile the 4 Goodreads analysis that 
wrote for the picturebook and take the feedback you received into 
consideration. 

 

4/21/17  
 
 

InTasc 2k, 4j, 4l 20 points 

Final Project (30 Points) 
Select a connecting topic such as a contemporary issue (e.g., racism, 
climate change, LGBTQ rights, etc.), genre, author/illustrator, art style, 
etc. that you would like to explore in more depth with children’s 
literature. Develop a collection of 10 picturebooks. Using the guide on 
Blackboard, develop a portfolio of resources (e.g., bibliography, 
professional articles, professional resources, interviews, biographical 
information, videos, etc.). Develop a presentation and resource guide for 
your classmates explaining why the topic is important, detailing what 
resources were collected, and analyzing the quality of the literature 
(based on the criteria developed over the course of the semester).  

4/27/17 InTasc  4j, 4l, 8(m), 10(n) 50 Points 

Signature Assignment Assessing Mastery of Standards 
Assignment 
There is no signature assignment for this course 

Click here to enter a 
date. 

Student Learning Outcome Click here to enter text. 

Total Points   300 points 
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Grading Scale 
The Grading Scale does not include pluses or minuses. 
 

A 93%-100% 
B 83%-92% 
C 73%-82% 
D 63%-72% 
E 62% and below 

INSTRUCTOR EVALUATION 
The course/instructor evaluation for this course will be conducted online 7-10 days before the last official day of classes of each semester or summer session. 
Response(s) to the course/instructor are anonymous and will not be returned to your instructor until after grades have been submitted. The use of a 
course/instructor evaluation is an important process that allows our college to (1) help faculty improve their instruction, (2) help administrators evaluate 
instructional quality, (3) ensure high standards of teaching, and (4) ultimately improve instruction and student learning over time. Completion of the evaluation 
is not required for you to pass this class and will not affect your grade, but your cooperation and participation in this process is critical. About two weeks before 
the class finishes, watch for an e-mail with "ASU Course/Instructor Evaluation" in the subject heading. The email will be sent to your official ASU e-mail address, 
so make sure ASU has your current email address on file. You can check this online at the following URL: http://www.asu.edu/emailsignup. 
 
UNIVERSITY/MARY LOU FULTON TEACHERS COLLEGE POLICIES 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY/PLAGIARISM 

The ASU Student Handbook contains the following information: “The highest standards of academic integrity are expected of all students. The failure of 
any student to meet these standards may result in suspension or expulsion from the university and/or other sanctions as specified in the academic 
integrity policies of the individual academic unit. Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, cheating, fabricating, tampering, 
plagiarizing, or facilitating such activities. The university and unit academic integrity policies are available from the Office of the Executive Vice President 
and Provost of the University and from the Deans of the individual academic units.” 
The rest of the code, which consists of several pages, is available at the following URL: http://students.asu.edu/srr/code. 
Dependent upon instructor’s discretion, penalties for plagiarism range from loss of points on plagiarized assignment to student receiving an ‘E’ for the 
course. 

ACCOMMODATION FOR RELIGIOUS PRACTICES 
Students who need to be absent from class due to the observance of a religious holiday or participate in required religious functions must notify the 
faculty member in writing as far in advance of the holiday/obligation as possible. Students will need to identify the specific holiday or obligatory function 
to the faculty member. Students will not be penalized for missing class due to religious obligations/holiday observance. The student should contact the 
class instructor to make arrangements for making up tests/assignments within a reasonable time.  http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd304-
04.html  

http://www.asu.edu/emailsignup
http://students.asu.edu/srr/code
http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd304-04.html
http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd304-04.html
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ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 
Students may be absent from classes two times over the course of the semester. Additional absences may be negotiated on a case-by-case basis with 
the instructor should a life altering event occur, and must be discussed with the instructor prior to a significant series of absences. Make-up assignments 
for additional absences may be required. Additional absences that have not been previously negotiated with the instructor will result in the student 
being dropped from the course. Preparation and participation are a necessary aspect of this class and will be accounted for in your RPPR grades. 

CELL PHONE POLICY 
Students are permitted to use cellphones for class purposes when directed to by the instructor. When cellphones are not being used for class purposes 
they should be face down on the table or stowed in students’ backpacks/purses/pockets/etc. 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 
Acceptable use of university computers, internet and electronic communications can be found in the Student Code of Conduct 
(http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/usi/usi104-01.html ) and in the University’s Computer, Internet, and Electronic Communications Policy 
(http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd125.html).  

GRADE APPEALS 
The professional responsibility for assigning grades is vested in the instructor of the course, and requires the careful application of professional 
judgment. A student wishing to appeal a grade must first meet with the instructor who assigned the grade to try to resolve the dispute. The process for 
grade appeals is set forth for the undergraduate and graduate programs are available at https://education.asu.edu/student-forms-policies 

HANDLING DISRUPTIVE, THREATENING, OR VIOLENT INDIVIDUALS ON CAMPUS 
Students, faculty, staff, and other individuals do not have an unqualified right of access to university grounds, property, or services.  Interfering with the 
peaceful conduct of university-related business or activities or remaining on campus grounds after a request to leave may be considered a crime. 
All incidents and allegations of violent or threatening conduct by an ASU student (whether on- or off-campus) must be reported to the ASU Police 
Department (ASU PD) and the Office of the Dean of Students. If either office determines that the behavior poses or has posed a serious threat to 
personal safety or to the welfare of the campus, the student will not be permitted to return to campus or reside in any ASU residence hall until an 
appropriate threat assessment has been completed and, if necessary, conditions for return are imposed. ASU PD, the Office of the Dean of Students, and 
other appropriate offices will coordinate the assessment in light of the relevant circumstances. http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/ssm/ssm104-02.html. 

HARASSMENT PROHIBITED 
ASU policy prohibits harassment on the basis of race, sex, gender identity, age, religion, national origin, disability, sexual orientation, Vietnam era 
veteran status and other protected veteran status.  Violations of this policy may result in disciplinary action, including termination of employees or 
expulsion of students. Contact Student Life (Downtown campus- 522 N. Central Ave., Post Office Room 247, 480-496-4111; Polytechnic campus- 
Administration building suite 102, 480-727-1060; Tempe campus- Student Services Building room 263, 480-965-6547; or the West campus- UCB 301, 
602-543-8152) if you feel another student is harassing you based on any of the factors above. Contact Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action (EO/AA) at 
480-965-5057 if you feel an ASU employee is harassing you based on any of the factors above.  http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd401.html.  

LATE AND MISSING ASSIGNMENTS 
All assignments are due when specified in the syllabus. Late work will not be accepted unless negotiated with the instructor prior to the due date in 
question. 

MILITARY PERSONNEL STATEMENT 

http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/usi/usi104-01.html
http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd125.html
https://education.asu.edu/student-forms-policies
https://education.asu.edu/student-forms-policies
http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/ssm/ssm104-02.html
http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd401.html
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A student who is a member of the National Guard, Reserve, or other U.S. Armed Forces branch and is unable to complete classes because of military 
activation may request a complete or partial administrative unrestricted withdrawal or incomplete depending on the timing of the activation. For 
information, please see http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/usi/usi201-18.html. 

MISSED CLASSES DUE TO UNIVERSITY-SANCTIONED ACTIVITIES 
Students who participate in university-sanctioned activities that require classes to be missed, should be given opportunities to make up examinations 
and other graded in-class work. However, absence from class or examinations due to university-sanctioned activities does not relieve students from 
responsibility for any part of the course work required during the period of the absence. The student should contact the class instructor to make 
arrangements for making up tests/assignments within a reasonable time.  
 
The specific activity program coordinator (e.g., assistant athletics director for academic services, director of forensics, director of bands) should, as early 
as possible, provide the college-designated individual with the class schedule of any student who may be required to miss class because of a university-
sanctioned activity. 
 
Students should inform their instructors early in the semester of required class absences. Instructors should attempt to provide opportunities for 
equivalent work, either before or after the class absence, in accordance with any academic unit or college requirements, which may apply. 
http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd304-02.html  

PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOR (THIS SECTION IS ONLY NECESSARY FOR INITIAL CERTIFICATION STUDENTS) 
It is expected that students exhibit professional behavior inside the classroom, during intern placements, and working with other students outside of the 
class on assignments related to this class in addition to behavior in the classroom on ASU’s campus. If at any time your behavior is ‘unprofessional’, the 
instructor may refer the student to the Director of the Office of Student Services (OSS) for the development of a Professional Improvement Plan (PIP).  
https://education.asu.edu/student-forms-policies.  

TITLE IX 
Title IX is a federal law that provides that no person be excluded on the basis of sex from participation in, be denied benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any education program or activity.  Both Title IX and university policy make clear that sexual violence and harassment based on sex 
is prohibited.  An individual who believes they have been subjected to sexual violence or harassed on the basis of sex can seek support, including 
counseling and academic support, from the university.  If you or someone you know has been harassed on the basis of sex or sexually assaulted, you can 
find information and resources at http://sexualviolenceprevention.asu.edu/faqs/students 

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICES 
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS 

Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College is committed to student success and ensures an inclusive learning environment for all students.  Students with 
disabilities or disabling health conditions who need accommodations are required to document their condition with the Disability Resource Center 
https://eoss.asu.edu/drc.  The Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College encourages admitted students with disabilities or disabling health conditions who 
believe that they may need an accommodation to register with the DRC prior to enrolling in the program.  That way, all reasonable accommodations can 

http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/usi/usi201-18.html
http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd304-02.html
https://education.asu.edu/student-forms-policies
https://ex2010.asu.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
https://ex2010.asu.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
https://eoss.asu.edu/drc
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be in place at the beginning of the program.  Students who are registered with DRC will be key participants in establishing reasonable and appropriate 
accommodations with course instructors.  

SI (SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTION) 
SI seeks to help students process material presented in class through group facilitated discussion led by a trained peer (SI Leader) who has already 
successfully completed the course. More information will be available on Blackboard under the SI Study Group. Students can receive tutoring for various 
courses through University Academic Success Programs (UASP).  Refer to our website: https://tutoring.asu.edu. 

TECHNOLOGICAL SERVICES AND SUPPORT  
The Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College encourages students to make use of technological services available through ASU to make their learning 
experience more efficient. Students with personal laptop computers or netbooks can connect wirelessly to the Internet and to printing services on all 
four campuses and some school sites. The following support services are available to support student computing needs. 
Student Purchases: 
Discounted pricing for students purchasing laptop or desktop computers is available at through the ASU bookstore or online. 
(http://www.bkstr.com/arizonastatestore/shop/technology) 
ASU Campus Classroom Connectivity:  
In-class use of laptops is encouraged by the Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College. In cases where students need to make presentations during class, most 
classrooms have the capability of allowing laptops to connect to classroom projectors. Mac laptops may require an adaptor. For collaborative work, 
social networking tools are provided to ASU students through a Google partnership, including Google docs, spreadsheets, presentations, forms, and 
sites. (https://docs.google.com/a/asu.edu/#all) 
Hardware and Software Support: 
ASU 1:1 Technology Studios provide support to students on all four campuses for hardware, software, operating systems, security, networking, etc. 
(https://ucc.asu.edu/techstudio/)   
MyApps provides free software tools including free virus scan software, online applications, and information about discounted software for purchase. 
(https://webapp3.asu.edu/myapps/) 

TUTORING 
Tutoring is available on all ASU campuses and Online for a variety of courses in small groups on a walk-in/drop-in basis. Appointments are not taken. For 
a full list of sites and courses, visit https://tutoring.asu.edu. 

WRITING CENTERS 
One Center, Many Places: The Writing Center, located on all four ASU campuses and online, offers free tutoring for all enrolled students.  All writers—all 
ASU undergraduate or graduate students—can benefit from visiting the Writing Center to: 

● explore, plan, and develop ideas;  
● organize and structure a paper;  
● integrate and cite sources; and  
● write, revise, edit, and proofread.  

For more information about ASU’s Writing Centers, including how to make an appointment, please visit our website at https://tutoring.asu.edu/writing-
centers.  

https://tutoring.asu.edu/
http://www.bkstr.com/arizonastatestore/shop/technology
https://docs.google.com/a/asu.edu/#all
https://ucc.asu.edu/techstudio/
https://webapp3.asu.edu/myapps/
https://tutoring.asu.edu/
https://tutoring.asu.edu/writing-centers
https://tutoring.asu.edu/writing-centers
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